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Resilient cities

Why adaptation in cities?

1. Cities generate roughly 80%of global GDP. cities will find themselves at 

the epicenter of climate change . Rapid urbanization in some developing 

countries will also likely sharpen the focus on cities.

2. Urban adaptation could drive one of the largest infrastructure build-outs in 

history. 

a) coastal protections, 

b) climate-resilient construction, 

c) more robust infrastructure, 

d) upgraded water and waste-management systems, 

energy resilience and 

e) stronger communications and transportation systems
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Innovative sources of funding

1. tax revenues 

2. central-government funds, 

3. public-private partnerships, 

4. institutional investors,

5. insurance and, 

6. in developing economies, international financial institutions

Adaptation may raise questions of fairness

- Strengthen flood defenses in their business districts, or should they 

upgrade public housing in flood-prone areas? 

- Not all cities are created equal. New migration patterns among 

cities
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Building climate urban resilience
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Financial mechanisms
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